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CONCLUSION 


Exploration 1993 provides a picture of certain devel- 
opments that could transpire in five professional areas 
that impact upon the provision of services to handi- 
capped persons. These developments have been sug- 
gested by experts in the five areas who have looked at 
trends and events in the present and used them as a 
basis for projecting the future. Many of the projected 
trends clearly could have significant effects on the 
handicapped and on the field of special education and 
provision of services to the handicapped. At the same 
time, differences sometimes were voiced among the 
experts or between the experts and panel members as 
to the likelihood or implications of particular events 
or trends. Thus, in many instances the projected trends 
may seem too speculative to guide policymaking in the 
present or near future. 

What this picture can do is give focus to a previously 
undifferentiated but open future and highlight some 
potentially important alternative trends. Some of these 
trends we may wish simply to track, periodically up- 
dating their potential implications for policy. Other 
trends may be of such importance as to warrant further 


analyses on delimited trend areas, using more sophis- 
ticated and powerful future methodologies. 

At a minimum, information from the project shows 
that we would be short-sighted in making future policies 
regarding programs and services for handicapped stu- 
dents with an assumption that present trends will con- 
tinue far into the future. 
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